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Singer/songwriter Michelle Shocked
will perform at~“WoTthampions —

Academy of Music tom i
Acader orrow night

‘Typical’
farewell

By Seth Rogovoy -,

y_ Special t%!?/ /)L
557 Y bownaL, v
he '‘Adams-based rock group The
Typicals will bid farewell to the
Berkshires with a performance at
the Key West Lounge in North Adams
tomorrow night at 9. '

After that show, the group is headed to
New York City, where it will play its
final performance at CBGB’s — the fa-
mous downtown club that spawned
punk-rock and a host of other “under-
ground” styles — on Nov. 11.

PopCorner

And then, according to Typicals co-
founder and chief singer/songwriter,
John Barry, the group will call it quits.

Formed three years ago by Barry and
fellow guitarist/songwriter Mike O’Neill,
tlie Typicals have been one of the Berk-
shires’ most creative — and least com-
mercially successful — rock bands.

“We've done all we can around here,”
said Barry last week, explaining why the
group is disbanding. “In the last year we
haven’t gone forward at all. It’s like
beating our heads against the wall.”

At the group’s peak, about a year-and-
a-half ago, the Typicals were performing
in clubs in Boston, Northampton and
Albany, N.Y.

The musicians were also garnering a
following with their independently re-
leased album, “Popscreams,” a sprightly,
hook-laden debut that attracted some
interest among major-label recording
executives.

-More recently, however, the Typicals
have fallen victim to the dying club
scene in the major cities, where even

- local favorites are having a hard time

attracting crowds, making it nearly im-
possible for out-of-towners to get book-
ings.

The biggest disappointment, however,
has been the lack of reception on the
group’s home turf.

“We were basically blackballed from
the beginning from most of the clubs
around here,” said Barry, “because we
didn’t fit the bill of classic-rock crap.”

The Typicals play only original songs,
which makes them most atypical in the
county, where most bands cover familiar
hits from the ’60s, *70s and ’80s. \

What is most typical, however, about
the Typicals’ material is the subject
matter — the ups and downs of moderri
romance and relationships — which

TYPICALS, continued.on Di
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