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Streetwise she grew up,

and stagewise she now creates

her own remarkable style of music and performance.

TRACEY WALKER met th
Michelle Shocked in Syd

her second Australian tour.
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E T least in affairs of the
heart, America’s outspoken
folk umumon and writer
tune] 1le is changing her
N .
The 29-year-old Texan, who con-
esseg LS«- had a tough life since
% ‘runiing away from a strict Mor.
‘s ‘mon-upbringing at the age of 12
and dgain at 16, now has gome new
: ‘goald, such as marrying her fiancé
R an American Jjournalist, and
perhhips m&:m somothing she
vowéd she would naver do — raixe
fapily, °
“Ixalways said I wouldn't .mo..
jed, but I am, eo maybe Tl
have:children as well,” she saysin
% asolt Texan drawl.
. ﬁ.&g‘n for sure: if I do have
-, chil they'll have a solid and
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stable home life, something 1
didn't really have.”

Shocked “speaks quietly when
tal of her family,

She only one sibling of the
same parents, and more than
seven half brothers and sisters.

Teaming with the Australian
band the Messengers, she is now at
ﬂ_o start of her second Australian

ur,

On hor first tour of Australia,
last yoar, she was accompanied on
-p-wo by her futhor, One Dollar
Bill, highlighting songs from her
M_...-.. n%o albums MSM. w.«@-an« Mﬂiﬁ.

tre Tapes an ord ar
Shocked, P

The pair then fulfilled Bill's

lifetime dream by sailing around

e US singer and songwriter
ney when she was prepating for

From the streets
of Texas to the

@ Michelle

Shocked.., *

“i always
sald 1
wouldn't get
martied, but
fam, so

chlidren as
well”

Queensland.

Until she was 15 sho apent her
ears travelling around army

‘This might conjure images of a ses with her mother and step-

close family
ing, but she

.

and happy upbring- father.
2ays her childhood At 16 sho ran away from home

years were full of frustration and  for the last time and Jater went to

confusion.

live with her father in Dallas.

“I had always spent summers
there with him going to bluegress
festivals and backporch picking
sessions,” she says.

“My time there was in-
troduction to music beyond the
E..%au:gr:séagnga%
mother’s house.”

- who' settled into - buildings let the wealthy landowner, They left

story goes, a friond at the -.n:%
acked her: “How' do you feef, ng,
Chelle?” .Wnnr came the reply: the !?ﬂ on the album cover, 1

ahe says. “The title has a double
and that's the reason for

“Shocked. m!o. 4 boat and I play swing, and .
“Idid not adjust well to Reagan'a ' the obvious take, .

America,” she says. “From my first 'But vav-e“w pretty obscure is

days as a runaway I continued to  that in the 19 century a move.

exiat close to the edges of ment called Captain Swing arose,

homelessness. Later, in San Fran. trnanwogt would rise up and

cisco, Ijoined ranks with squatters  burn the threshing machines of

vacaiit by real-estate speculators, Potes signed ‘Captain Swing’,

“In New York and Amsterd “They would throw their sabots

~— their wooden shoes — into the
[y Involvement grew as I saw . j 060" Vootien hoes how the

“_%.momumm. wwoh_z_nouu to developers® g ‘sabotage’ came about.”

§ lucked from obscurit; . Music, she says, should flow like
as,.mm.um_mﬂunw years .m_. while It was while she was still an  the Mississippi River,
singing folk songs acam e X sees influ-
:.,ow_opw- volunteer folk festival,” - that she leamed that her first gmharmmm.sm%%wﬁr.mmomer %.m_w
« . album was number 26 on the Fats Domino, J Lee Lewis
‘An English chap by the name of British charts, . . ats Domino, wis,
Pete Lawrence requested a few of K Dixieland, NYC Bebop, Delta

the tunes he'd heard me E-« ata
campfire the night before® ghe
says. “I recorded them into his

m“e.. EWn _.o;ﬂmw clothes, she w,._mw and even African palm wine |
Tlave o Tashion a0 hes & I litle bit of rock, Tota of|

. kman.* years * because black  roots,” she says, “And recentl T've ;
b g Sony Wal . . L g.m nur-oui FWFFE o uown-.nmm E.nﬂ..“ha: the in r‘wnou |
on. Lawrence recorded it on his . of traditional music — fiddle tunes
.mw . Cooking Viny! label as an album, Theonly aign her musicshowsof that originally don't have lyrics.
. The Texas Campfire Tapes, and  her earlior life on the streets is  write my own lyrics*
[~ she was invited (o London for a  that the songs she writes have +  Her most E_mcﬂ— songs do not
= short tour in January 1987. underlying political messages appesr to be political,
800 Recorded on weak battories and  addressing the problems of society wmnwu On the Greener Side,” ahy
. complete with chirruping crickets, ?&%Mm:w um.%ﬂw. Facism nam de- !—»MM. >»_rz—o=m-n3oh is p—unﬂ—.
.-.I.M . moimwﬁ.b%g.w:vh—.%oﬁﬁ_“:n?i . Gradation of the environmen " environd uow_omagzv-wﬂ—ﬂﬁ.aa_:%
. weeks and remaing charts - Now with her third alb i i
. fralmostayear. . tain  Siving, to-her ‘erodh, hog! L1 & Way to achiove e swing \
x . Tts ted the opp ¥ asat snd out-  ““Apg gy Ssuwboa.n You Mess |
S i nel st plesdelenlich gt e e
. asecond album, or| arp A T8CY | ghou sister. She'’s
& ” . 'Shocked, released in 1988 by Poly- Chapman, Sinead cmaﬂge and " thinka it is, but it's about the
=2 . gam. ° BillyBragg. .7 States in America® -
-~ ATY
s . Her stage name was coined be. Although the album s far less @ Michelle Shocked will perform
SE o forohor tuetaloum o ane i | though the album iy two, it  #tthe Tasmania Univeralty Unlon
m-w 8 = was arzested at a Republican Par- notes class struggle in Britain.  Activitles Cantre on Saturday
IE o ty convention in Dallas. As the “Captain Swing upe the ante,~ night. - y
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