deﬁlvers the shwe?s

Michelle Shocked,
Auckland Town Hall,
last night, .

The Texas singer-
songwriter who’s hard to
categorise but easy to
like gave.an unusually
‘subdued Town Hall audi-

ence a feast of her folk- -

rock-country repertoire
last night.

Shocked is a protest
singer and there would

have been many who .

would have wanted to
protest at the late start
(around 25 minutes) and
the strange free-for-all
seating upstairs. It was
much pleasanter to be
standing up donwstairs
where the seats ..ad all
" been removed.

Opener Guy Wishart,
backed by keyboard-
player Alan Brown, did
his best, but his sound
system only made audi-
ble the obvious words of
his songs — his tunes
and guitar playing were
good. and what you
could hear of his voice
was fine,

There was no such
trouble with Michelle
Shocked, who appeared
with an excellent fiddle
player and guitarist,
Wayne Bidwell from
Sydney, after an an-

nounced 10-minute inter-

val stretched to half an

hour.
- Shocked’'s sound sys-

. tem was crystal clear,

as was every word she

sang and every note she -

and Bidwell played.
Shocked performed

over 20 songs in her 12

hours on stage, with six

from her third album

Captain Swing: High-
lights here were The
Cement Lament, Silent
Ways and God Is a Real
Estate Developer.

And her second al-
bum, Short, Sharp,
Shocked, got a good air-

ing with seven songs. the ~

best being When I Grow
Up, Graffiti Limbo and
the two she saved for
her encore, Memories of
East Texas and
Anchorage.

She sent shivers down
the spine with an anti-
war song about a Viet-
nam war widow, the
Ballad of Penny Evans,
which she sang
unaccompanied.

Shocked is,an accom-
plished performer with
excellent songs. She
plays great guitar and
has a powerful voice.—
BILL TAYLOR

-

FRANCES OLIVER

MICHELLE SHOCKED: Crystal clear.

hocked fans sing along

MICHELLE Shocked
’ says music is all
' . about feel. To prove her )
point, she is offering )
: readers of the Dally Tel- L
egraph Mirror a chance )
;- %o take part in recording
:..& song for her new album
RS on March 24, -
*  The winner-also gets to
"have dinner with
K ”Michelle atterwards.
-All you have to do is
< .answer two simple ques-
%, tions. At' what Sydney
. venue- - is  Michelle’s -
- March =22 ‘'show? And .

.»what is the name of her.-
- .:1atest album?

<."-'Send your entry, along

R wm: your name, age, ad-
.ress and phone number to
Michelle Shocked com-
Spetition, .Phonogram
- "Records, PO Box 112,
Alexandria, 2015, ° by
March17. Date
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