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thanks, it'll match
the bathroom decor
4K nhicely). Other
thrown souvenirs of
alfection by musicians to
audiences include drumsticks
{ouch my eve!) and guitar picks
(Ch good. an inch of thin plastic
to get sentimental over) and for
the really enthusiastic, |
themselves (probably a way of
checking crowd numbers are
what the promoter says they
are).

A fairly benign stage
presexce, folk singer Michelle
Shocked isn't that profectile -
crazy. Don't know about the
towels, but her guitar style is
more finger-picking and she’s
not bringing a drummer.

But if she had the tossing
habit. the Auckland audience,
who gave her such a rousing
response a year ago and wilt
probably again next week,
would be pelted with a
vollevball or two,

A volleyball? Bear with us
awhile: Strange folk singer
metaphor coming right up.

Shocked is explaining what
goes on in her mind before
heading on stage alone with just
that cap, guitar, and those songs
for protection. .

“You know I've had this, I'm
going to call it a methodology,
that kas haunted me all my life
and it goes back to my
traumatic high school years and
I'm sure many of us have this
experience. We were forced to

take a physical education hour
which I hated. I was really
skinny and didn't look right so
we had to play volleyball and
we had to dross up in shorls and
all this stuff,

“I would get up to serve the
ball and I had this serve that
« o « it Was really really, I guess
original, Because if I got it over
the net it was such a weird
serve that no one could ever
refurn it,

“But there was never a way
to control it, 50 half the time 1
wouldn't get it over the net and
that has haunted me in a lot of
these E.u& of areas, §§_~ uu get
up on stage to perform, I just
feel 0 out of control of my
circumstances.

*If it works, it works really
well. But if it doesn't"1'll be up
that night . .

So there must have been a
amm:. or two when things hit the
ne

*A worst gig? It seems like it
would come to mind right away,
but it doesn’t,” she laughs.

Shocked Is returning to dates
in New Zealand and Australia
without a new album in tow.
That starts recording up on her
return to the YS. She seems to
relish the role of global
troubadour. -

“The opportunity came up,”
she says, of the chance to break
away from pre-production of her
new record taking place in

Nashville.

“There’s also an opportunity
to work out the material for a
live audience also it’s been a

year .-, . I don't know if those

-

are brilliant reasons, but for me
any reason is good.

“I love to be on the road.
Sometimes I think T am honest
to the polnt of dishonesty, but
it’s not even [or the financial
side of i, I just want to keep in
touch with an audience.”

Now three very diverse
albums old — The Texas
Campfire Tapes, Short Sharp
Shocked and Captain Swing —
it sounds like the new album is
lobbing her in another direction
agaln,

“The last one was an
emphasis on the musical roots
— the swing influence and the
previous one to that was an
emphasis on my story-telling
roots, This next one will
hopefully be an emphasis on my
DIY (do-it-yourself) influence
that was given when my father
taught himself and me to play
music almost at the same time.

“So I will be taking a lot of
the fiddle tunes that he taught
me, some of the first music I've
learned and I've put my own
original lyrics to them. Then
I'm going to travel around to
different parts of the country
and record with some of my
bluegrass heroes.”

There’s a broad range of
themes in the words she's
putting to those tunes.

“I have one song I am, really
pleased with which was inspired
by an old fiddle tune and it is
called The Prodigal Davghter,
and I also have a song that was
inspired by a fiddle tune called
Soldiers® Joy, which was a term

used during the Civil War over

i
here to refer S.Soéw_-_r and I
have kind of adapted that one
and written my own song and
it’s called Shaking Hair”

Another year, another war.,

As Shocked puts It rather
blackly: “War is really good for
the folk singing business” and
that is also going to provide
some lyrical ideas.

The big acoustic bluegrass
style she says will complete a
sort of trilogy with its two
immediate predecessors. But the
stylistic jumps could be
BEE___.% to ?w.._u. usnww,&u:w.a
especlally the brassy big ba:
Texas swing sound of her last
Captain Swing,

“For an audience that is
attracted to my authentieity, it
sounds very contrived I'm sure.
1 personally felt I was true to
my influences. I just wasn't
allowed to tell the whole story
at one time,

“But I'm certain it had a very
beneficial aspect to it in that I
had been lumped into a
category that I was very
uncomfortable with and that
album really helped me break
away from that path.”

The category she speaks of is
the caring-sharing New Age
women folkie. :

Shocked has long maintained
an allegiance to the modern
Texan school of balladry. Like
Steve Earle, Nanci Griffiths,
and Lyle Lovett, she considers
herself a musieal offspring of
the likes of Townes Van Zandt
and Guy Clark. ¥

“I think it's a very true

comparison. Mueh more

appropriate than'comparing a
bunch of women because they
happen to be women.”

Lill, it's hard to be & new
good old gal, among the new
good old boy school.

“I don't know that women are
glven as much rein in that sort
of style. If you come on strong
you can kind of make your own
opportunity. I think you kind of
have to be stronger and smarter
to be an equal.”

There's a similar philosophy
to her gultar playing.

“I am very loyal (o the idea
Mn 5&._"3:2 !nx_wn nu_a_— love

0 see it progress. But so long
as that's in @ way that is
respectful of the tradition.

“On the other hand, one of the
happy consequences of being a
woman is that there's not as
much opportunity to trade
gultar secrets with the boys, so
you do have some
idiosyneracies.

Shocked is bringing a guitar
player with her on tour, Just °
who, she didn’t know at the lime
of intorview,

“Actually a fella that was
nominated was from the Chills
but I don't think that is going to
happen.” (The Chills’ Martin
Phillipps denies it also,
something about not being able
to play while holding a piece of
straw in his mouth),

Maybe next time she’s down
this way, there'll be a whole
band. Or even a volleyball team.

@ Michelle Shocked plays the
Auckland Town Hall next
Weduesday, supported by Guy
Wishart,

“l o

ve to be on the road.”




