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Michelle Shocked Iéarns
to swing in big band style.

ROBERT K. 0 bum that she can swing, too.
Staff Writer In fact, Captain Swingisthe
‘Who says intellectuats can't title of the new coflection. It’sas
2 far from her early folk work as

me;donimmanomar- Count Basie is from Woedy
ticulate orpolitically astute than ~ Guthrie.

%ﬂ?gll_ew_bm the leftist “I¥'s more important to play mu-
singerprovesonhernewal-  sicthat you enjoy, rather than

what is political,” Shocked said
Iast week during a phone inter-
view.

“And there’s no reason you
can'tdoboth.

“Certain things I do make peo-
ple think I'm addressing their

,agenda. Pm not. P'm addressing

myagenda.

“Itsmymusic.”

Shocked caused quite a ripple |
in the music world when she by
upon the scene with The Texas
Campfire Tapesin 1987. She was
not only a gifted troubadour, but
was also a self-described “yippie
activist/feminist/anarchist.”

She gave away her money to po-
litical causes. She crusaded for en-
vironmental issues. She embraced
the cause of homelessness.

Asa protest against the Ameri-
cansystem, Shocked was an expa-
triot living on a London heuseboat
atthe time,

Three years and three EPslat-
er, she has eased more into the
mainstream.

“I'mliving in Los Angeles now,”
Shocked says somewhat sheepish-
ly. “I had to ‘swim real fast’ tojus-
tify the move because I had taken t
apretty strong position that I was
an iot. . ]

*‘But I did say I wouldn’t live 1n
America as long as Reagan was
president,” she adds with a laugh,
fully aware that few policies have [
changed under President Bush,

She creditsher musicaishiftto .
producer/guitarist Pete Anderson,
whom she’s learned to trust, “in
spite of his car phone and satellite
dish.”

The two first worked together
on 1988's Short Sharp Shocked.
The first album, as its tile sug-
gests, was recorded live ata Texas
folk festival while sitting around a
campfire. Short Sharp
was her first real brush with pro-
fessionalistn.

“Pete hasreally been the archi~
tect of my sound.

“I don’t know how much ofa
bandleader Iam, but Y don't feel
like 'mrbeing treated like the
‘chicksinger.’

“This whale music career thing
has never ceased to be an edaca-
ton™ x

On the strength of that second
LP, Shocked became an interna- ‘
tional celebrity, having top hitsin
England and performingon the -~
Berlin Wall in Germany.

Neither of the first two collec-
tions contained much overtly po-
litical materiat. In fact, slie
prefersto describe whatshedoes |
as “entertaining the troops,” :
rather than political haranguing.

Shocked's lilting speaking voice,
wry sense of humor, sweet melo-
dic sense and deft image-making
ability make her seem nothing
like the humorless leftists of yore.

At age 27, she’s mueh more a pred-
uctof the *70s and "80s than of the
activist 1960s.

So Captain Swing’s bxgband
horn an'angemems.
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Michelle Shocked
“Caprain Swing”

fact that she’s become a swinging,
danceable live entertainer,
Shocked has just issued Michelle”
Shocked Live, a five-song sampler
of her new sound.

1t percolates with even more en-
ergy than Captain Swing.

And, for the first time, Shocked
saysshe’s enjoying her music live.

On a previous tour, “I felt very
much like a commodity.

“This is a process Pm still in the
middle of, and I feel like for the
first time it feels natural,

“Fhave a life now.”
In recent weeks Skocked has
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‘been co-wnhng with Paul Simon,
forming a world music organiza-
tionin culturally-diverse LA,
starring in her On the Greener

nity involvement on college cam-
puses and rehearsing her new
freewheeling sound. .

Michelle Shocked will peiform - !
both solo folk material and her
upbeat big-band styleinconcert .
at 9 p.m. Saturday ai the Can-
nery. Edecﬁwsumckers;mbog
Pandering will open. Ticketsare
- $11 limited advance, $13 remain- .
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